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Creator Connection 
October 2019 

C r e a t o r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  a n d  P r e s c h o o l  

Pastor’s Corner 
 

As I write this for the newsletter, I am aware that this is 
the second to the last one I will write for Creator.  I will be 
here through the early part of November and I want to 
assure you that until Pastor Amanda comes we will 
continue as we have been and continue with all the 
committee meetings, Theology on Tap and Adult Education 
that I and you have planned for the fall.   

 

Here’s the line-up: 

 Worship and Music will meet at it’s usual time on the second 
Wednesday at 4pm.  (October 9). 

 Adult Education will begin Oct 6, between services.  We will begin our 
series on “Conversations in difficult and contentious times” and “What 
is God Calling us to Hear, Be and Do?”  in these times of division. 

 Theology on Tap will be at the church on the third Thursday (October 
17) at 6pm.  Bring your own dinner or snack and beverage of choice.   

 I and the personnel committee will continue our search for a part-time 
office person, pianist and choir director.   If you know anyone who 
might be interested in any of these positions please have them contact 
the church office (office@creatorlutheran.net).   

I am excited about Creator’s future.  It is surely a season of change and 
as you go into 2020 I have all the faith and trust in the Holy Spirit that 
you are in for a great adventure and future in your ministry together.   

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Nina 

mailto:office@creatorlutheran.net
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Church Council Highlights 

Following are highlights from our Council meeting held on Tuesday, September 17. 
These are not the official meeting minutes, but a brief summary to aid 
communication. 

Personnel/ Foundation Fund 

Judi Richardson updated council on the Personnel Committee’s task of redefining 
Douglas Wright’s position as “Church Operations Manager.” Also, due to the 
resignation of Marcie Reid, Creator will post a job opening for Office Ministry 
Coordinator which will be shared with Cheryle Lawson. A job description for Choir 
Director is in the process of being written. The Foundation Fund plans to celebrate 
Creator’s mortgage payoff with a bonfire on October 20th between services. Church 
office hours will continue to be Monday-Thursday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Council Reports: 

From President –Elect David Anderson- The quarterly meeting of ministry 
team leaders was well-attended and much was accomplished. Teams shared 
schedules, what they were doing, and reviewed the church’s calendar to resolve 
possible conflicts and use of the church. 

From Treasurer Tammy Funk—Income: $26,790, Expenses: $22,422.  The 
general fund balance exceeded the goal of the Finance Team by being over $30,000. 
The Team recommended that Council approve full benevolence for August be paid in 
September.  

From Pastor Nina- Pastor is working on the transition to Pastor Amanda. 
She is also helping to update the wedding and baptism booklets. 

New Business: There is a definite need to update Creator ’s membership list 
before Pastor Amanda arrives so that it is an accurate representation of Creator’s 
members. Deborah Anderson will draft a letter. 

 

 

Submitted by Deborah Anderson, Council Manager of Communications-Elect 

Thank You from the Pastor 

Thank you everyone, for the beautiful flowers and the great words of support on 
Pastor Appreciation Sunday.  You made me feel very special and much loved.   

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Nina 
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Thoughts on Stewardship 

Commitment Sunday is on October 6th.  We ask that you prayerfully consider 
completing a pledge sheet to submit at this time.  Just as we affirm our baptism, 
taking this bold step of committing our faith in God, we can consider a commitment 
of our time and finances an important part of our personal relationship to 
God.  Learning more about being stewards of all God has given us is part of our 
faith journey and basically sums up stewardship.   

 

One of the sure markers of a steward is generosity. Not anything crazy, without 
thought or prayer, but the quiet assurance of capacity and a compassionate 
commitment to the greater good.  Being aware of our abundance, whether talking 
about what we share financially or in our time and talent, we can confidently know 
what we have and can do for the church and our community.  Let's consider giving 
from that place of abundance, rather than fear, and give what we can in faith, 
trusting in God's guidance and blessing.  Creator continues God's work in many 
ways in our community, and we are grateful for any contributions and service our 
members provide.   

Miscellaneous Important Information 

JOB OPENING 

Creator is looking for a part-time (10 -12 hours per week) Office Ministry Coordi-
nator (Job Share Position).  This person will work with Cheryle Lawson in this posi-
tion supporting the mission and ministry of Creator.  There is a copy to the job de-
scription on the Creator Website which will give you further information about the 
position and  how to submit your application. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

The office hours for Creator will continue to  be 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday thru 
Thursday.  The office will remain closed on Friday. 

 

COME CELEBRATE!!!! 

On Sunday, October 20 the Creator Foundation Fund will host a party to celebrate 
the retirement/burning of the mortgage!!  The celebration will begin immediately 
following the second service on the 20th (approximately 12:15 PM).  There will be 
hors d'oeuvres and libations for both adults and children to mark this momentous 
event in the life of Creator.  Come join us as we are able to retire the mortgage at 
Creator and then welcome a new pastor to lead us as a Congregation. 
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Missional Church Team 

Monthly lunches for New Hope Resource Center will begin on Friday, October 11th and 
continue through the cold winter months.  Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex.  New 
Hope is a welcoming place for homeless adults where everyone is treated with respect 
and people are provided with resources to help them out of homelessness.  New Hope 
offers community links for job possibilities, mental heath and medical care access, 
housing possibilities and clothing resources.  The Center is open during the day and 
provides refuge, lunch and support to the homeless. 

Hunger and homelessness are missional priorities at Creator Lutheran.  By providing 
monthly lunches, Creator not only helps our neighbors who may be hungry, but assists 
the volunteers and staff working at New Hope so that they can provide services and 
support to the homeless in our community.   

Dr. Barbara Rossing, Professor of New Testament at Chicago's Lutheran School of 
Theology will conduct two sessions on the topic of "Apocalypse and Ecology: Is This 
the End of the World?" as part of the Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue. The events will take 
place at St. Mark's Lutheran Church by the Narrows, 6730 North 17th St., Tacoma. On 
Friday, October 11 at 7 p.m. she will hold the formal lecture, and then on Saturday, 
October 12 from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. she will be participating in a breakfast conver-
sation which will allow for more informal discussions. 

Apocalypse and Ecology Lectures 

The Pray Ground is a quiet space in the sanctuary intended especially for 
families with young children, recognizing that small kids are often more engaged 
when they can see what is going on.  The table and chairs, soft toys, books, and 
stuffed animals will keep your little ones occupied.  Please enjoy worshipping together 
as a family!  If a child needs a little more space to move and/or make noise the 
nursery is available, fully staffed, and FUN.   

Sanctuary “Pray Ground” 
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Creator Men’s Club 

The Creator Men's Club meeting for October will be held Monday, October 7 at 6 p.m. 
at Aversano's Italian Restaurant, 6015 Parker Rd., Sumner. Besides food and fellow-
ship, the group will discuss recent work projects for the church and listen and look at 
pictures of members' recent European tours. It is open to men of the church. 

Please note that Book Club meetings are changing 
from the 1st Thursday to the last Thursday of the 
month.  (Nov and Dec will be 3rd Thursday).  All are 
welcome. 

Creator Book Club 

Halloween Candy Needed! 

PLEASE DONATE INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED 
CANDY FOR CREATOR’S HALLOWEEN 
CARNIVAL.  There w ill be a donation bin in the 
narthex.  For more information, call Terri Heckroth. 
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As we enter the fall season, Church in Society offers many opportunities for our church 
family to serve the community and share our bounty. Watch for the sign up sheet in the 
narthex to serve and provide dinner to our brothers and sisters at Peace Lutheran Church on 
October 25. The Apple Cup Drive where Husky and Cougar fans show  their spirit by 
donating money and food items to the local food banks begins November 3 through 
December 1. Boxes and a list of appropriate  items will be available in the narthex as 
well.  On October 20, you will have an opportunity to show your advocacy for reducing world 
hunger by your support in letter writing to: 

Congressional representatives through Bread for the World.  

 

Creator is working with four local agencies to provide names of six families with needs and 
wishes we can support at Christmas time. Watch for more information about that in the next 
month. 

 

Because of your generosity in giving, the following agencies were supported: 

 

Sumner Food Bank back-pack program: $400 

Bonney Lake Food bank back-pack program: $400 

Sumner Bonney Lake Family Center Shelter funding:$300 

 

Thank you for your continued support and your witnessing of God's love for all His children. 

The CIS Team 

Church in Society 

Monday Women’s Bible Study/Small Group 

As we enter into Fall we’ll start back with our Monday Evening times together every other 
Monday beginning with Sept 16. 

Our time together will be spent in bible study (no prior outside studying needed), fellowship 
and prayer.  You do not need to be able to attend every session.   

Please join us at church in the youth room: 

Fall 2019 schedule 

6:30-8:00pm  

Oct 14th 

Oct 28th 

Nov 11th 

Nov 25th 

Dec 9th – wrapping Christmas Family gifts; location to be determined 

 

If you have any questions please contact Janice Pendergast 253-202-4460 or 
janicepend@yahoo.com  
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Climate change is a big issue in the news lately.  Young people from across the 
country have gathered in protest to let our legislators know how important this issue 
is to them.  After all, young people will be on this planet for a very long time 
(hopefully), and they want a guarantee that the planet will be life-sustaining for 
them and their children.   My young adult daughter reminds me daily that there are 
ways to cut back on our usage of non-renewable resources.  I thought this would be 
a good time to share some ideas with you. 

 

1. Have a family meeting to explore ways you can save energy in your home.   

2. Hang or lay clothes out to dry as much as you can or use dryer balls to save 
drying time in the dryer. 

3. Don’t waste food.  In fact, grow your own vegetables if you can.  Only take what 
you will eat—save the rest for another meal. 

4. Share rides to school or take the bus.  Ride your bike to your friend’s house.  

5. Buy less stuff!  Consider recycling, reusing, and fixing broken items.   

6. Turn off lights when you leave a room. 

7. Unplug your appliances when you are not using them. 

8. Use less water.  Turn water off when brushing teeth, washing hands, and 
soaping up in the shower. 

9. Instead of spending time using electricity (watching TV, hanging out on 
computers, video games, etc.), go for a walk, play outside, read a book, play 
board games. 

10. Throw away less.  Consider starting a compost bin.    

11. Don’t use bottled water.  Our water here in the Pacific Northwest is tasty and 
good for you.  When you are out of the house, drink from a reusable water 
bottle. 

12. Think about the all the packaging your stuff comes in.  Look for the least 
amount of packaging for your items.  And use your own reusable bags at the 
store. 

13. Eat more veggies and less meat.   

 

Sometimes change is uncomfortable and inconvenient, but the consequences are 
well worth the effort.  I hope, pray, and work for the continuation of a beautiful 
environment for the children that I know and love.  Individually, our changes won’t 
make a huge difference, but together, we can change the world. 

 

 “The Lord God put the man in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and to look 
after it.”  --Genesis 2: 15 

Terri’s Two Cents 
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HEY KIDS!!!  Do you need a clean, dry place to show off 
your Halloween Costume?  The Confirmation class is plan-
ning a fun and safe alternative (or addition) to trick-or-
treating.  Come to the church on Thursday, October 31 
from 4:30-6:00 pm.  There w ill be games, prizes, 
candy, food, and a lot of FUN!  All ages are welcome, but 
we are asking anyone 12 years or older to be helpers. 

Halloween Carnival 

Sunday, October 20 from 9:45am-10:45 
(during Sunday School) 

 Come help us support Creator’s college stu-
dents.  We will make care packages for the new 
College freshmen from Creator.  Wear your favorite 
college t-shirt or sweatshirt and bring your friends.  
For more information, call or text Terri 253-312-
7219. 

Family Sunday School College Day! 

Senior High Bible Study 

 9th through 12th graders:  Come join 
our fun-loving group!  We meet every 
Sunday evening from 6-8 at Terri 
Heckroth’s house.  We gather for dinner, 
fellowship, and faith discussion time.   For 
more information or a map to Terri’s call 
253-862-7700 or 253-312-7219. 



9  

 

Confirmation Schedule 

Sunday, Sept.  29  9:45am   Sunday School 

Wed., October 2  7:00pm Confirmation Lesson 

Sunday, October 6 9:45am Sunday School 

Wed., October 9  7:00pm Confirmation Lesson 

Sunday, October 13 9:45am Sunday School 

Wed., October 16  7:00pm Confirmation Lesson 

Sunday, October 20 9:45am Sunday School 

Wed., October 23  7:00pm Lesson and Prepare for Halloween 

Sunday, October 27 9:45am Sunday School 

Wed., October 30  7:00pm Halloween Carnival Set Up 

Thursday, October 31 4:30pm-6:00pm       Halloween Carnival—
Confirmation students be there no later than 4:00pm  

Confirmation 

First Weekend Retreat of the year is coming soon!  Get ready to enjoy the 
great outdoors at Diamond Camps in Auburn November 8-10, 2019.  We w ill meet 
here at the church at 6:00pm on Friday, November 8 and return to the church about 
11:00am on Sunday.   Fee of $120 is due NOW!  High School students are also 
invited to join us on this retreat.   

 

 

 

Retreat for 6th-12th Graders!   

Black Diamond Christian Camp   

November 8-10, 2019 

Cost is $120 per person 

Please RSVP to Terri Heckroth 
by October 15! 

Confirmation 
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Peer Ministry  

Wednesday Evenings from September through 
May from 7:00pm-8:30pm 

 For students in 9th – 12th grades:  Confirma-
tion doesn’t have to end.  You can be a helper!  We 
need Peer Ministers to help out with Confirmation 
small groups, go on retreats, and lead devotions at 
youth group outings.  If you are interested in be-
coming a Peer Minister, plan to attend classes on 

Wednesdays during Confirmation time (7pm-8:30pm).   If you attend these 
classes and are properly trained, you can be a helper on retreats.  

Mentoring Matters 

Senior High (9th—12th grade) 

 

High School students from Creator will serve our neighbors in Tacoma by preparing 
a meal at the Women and Family facility of Tacoma Rescue Mission on Saturday, 
October 26 from 1:30pm-3:30pm.  Meet at the church Saturday at 
12:45pm.  We w ill return to the church by 4:40pm.  P lease let Terri know  
if you can help so she can get you registered.  Spots fill up fast, so talk to Terri 
soon!  Friends are welcome, but every participant needs to fill out a medical re-
lease form (found on the creatorlutheran.net website).  

Tacoma Rescue Mission 
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Creator Bunco Night 

        

Let's Play BUNCO!   

At Creator Lutheran 

Saturday, November 2 at 6:00pm 

       

Sign up after each Service Starting October 13 

No Cost to Play.  Just bring a Snack to Share! 

Enjoy Yummy Hot Apple Cider and Hot Cocoa!  

WIN    PRIZES!!   PRIZES!!   PRIZES!! 

Never Played Bunco?  No Worries, Easy to Learn!  
  

Bunco Night is for ages 13 and up.    Sorry, No Childcare Available 

  

Questions?  Email Kathy Worley at worleyworld@comcast.net 

or Call/Text Kathy at 253-677-2053 
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Preschool News 

Dear Parents, 

 Goodbye summer, hello fall and welcome to the Creator Preschool Family.  We 
have been blessed with delightful children and great families!  It doesn’t get much 
better than that!     

 September was a wonderful month for making new friends and getting 
reacquainted with old ones.  Welcome new families!   

 For the last few years, we have had Julie Buelle of Buelle Photography come 
to school to take class and individual pictures.  Mark October 10th and 11th on your 
calendar and look for more information to come. 

Our October field trip will be to Maris Farms on Thursday, October 24th and 
Friday, October 25th.  This field trip w ill be during regular class time.  We 
will plan to meet at Maris Farms by 8:45am for the morning classes and by 
12:15pm for the afternoon classes.  P lease be on time. Mornings, 
especially, can be chilly so please dress your child appropriately and farms can be 
muddy.  Creator Preschool will pay for our enrolled children.  Children under age 
two are free.  Two and older are $9 (includes a small pumpkin) and adults are $6.   

 If you are getting tired of looking for yellow clothes, circles, the number 1, or 
the letter A and M, don’t worry.  During October we will change to orange and black, 
the letters Pp, Oo, and Nn, the number 2 (and 3 for the four/five year olds) and 
spheres and cylinders.  We will also learn about nocturnal animals, harvest time and 
farms.  Making friends and pumpkins are also a focus this month. 

 Halloween is a difficult holiday for a Christian preschool.  Of course, we do not 
believe in the scary, negative (witches, devils, monsters) symbols, but the children 
love “dressing up”.  A good compromise is to bring the costume for show and tell.  
We will allow extra time to appreciate them.  Most children have difficulty staying in 
costume the whole day anyway.  We use this opportunity to discuss how Jesus loves 
all of us, no matter how we look on the outside and changing our appearance does 
not make us any different inside.  God sees the goodness inside us, regardless of 
the outside. 

 We feel very blessed to be working with such wonderful children and involved 
parents.  We are so glad you have chosen us and we look forward to a wonderful 
year. 

  We have openings in several of our classes.  Please pass this on to family and 
friends.  You are our best advertisement! 

 *And lastly:  We would love to have one parent from each of our classes help 
put together a slide show for their class for the end of the year.  Please consider this 
and let us know as soon as possible.  We will supply the pictures. 

 

Your teachers, 

Andrea (Mrs. D), Cheri (Ms. Farrar), and Ragan (Mrs. Allen)  
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Church Cleanup Saturday 

 

On September 14th, there was a church cleanup at Creator. We had the most team 

members participate that I have seen since I began working here four years ago. 

We had at least 8 members who did yeoman’s work for most of the morning. We 

were able to accomplish many things that needed to be completed. For example, 

here are a few things that we accomplished: 

 

 Removed tree debris from the roof and applied moss killer/repellent 

 

 Cleaned the roof gutters of tree debris roof dirt runoff 

 

 Thinned and trimmed bush and tree branches in the planting area that runs 

along the front of the church between the asphalt drive and the building 

 

 Trimmed tree branches that overhang the roof and interfere with water flow in 

the roof gutter 

 

 Cut and removed a significant area of blackberries and underbrush around the 

storage sheds behind the church building 

 

 Cut back the blackberry and brush growth adjacent to the fence that runs along 

the south side of the preschool play area jeopardizing child safety 

 

This is a situation where volunteers once again saved the church a significant 

amount of money. The website, Independent Sector [independentsector.org], has 

calculated the value of volunteer time and talent at a whopping $31.72 per hour in 

the state of Washington. Since most of the volunteers worked close to three hours, 

the value of their labor would exceed $700.00. Our grounds keeping service costs 

Creator $450.00 per month (including tax) as a rough comparison of value added. 

In addition, the power equipment that was used during the cleanup was provided 

by the volunteers so the church does not have to procure and maintain equipment, 

which accounts for another expense savings. It is important to always remember 

that church operations will suffer without our volunteers for all of the various 

activities and missions in the life of this church. 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

Administrator’s Abbey 
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Digital Giving: Online, Texting and via a Smart Phone App 

 

This is just a reminder that three methods of giving are available via digital 

technology. Church members have the ability to make offerings to Creator in 

several different ways. Currently, the church has an account with both VANCO 

Payment Solutions, which was formerly affiliated with Thrivent Financial Services. 

While VANCO no longer has that affiliation, it remains an ELCA stewardship partner. 

Consequently, Creator members can make donations to the church online via 

computer and currently I administer the church account, which means that I can 

access the VANCO website and establish, modify or delete members’ giving 

accounts. Recently, however, VANCO increased its functionality and members can 

create a personal profile by following a link that will allow them to establish and 

control their personal giving account. VANCO also has a smart phone app that can 

be downloaded and used to make church contributions. And, there is a phone 

number that can be used to make financial gifts to the church via text messaging. 

Some members presently contribute via the website link to PayJunction. 

 

Like VANCO, our web-based database vendor, BREEZE Church Management 

Software, not only allows us to manage our membership data, but also provides 

similar online contribution functionality via computer, text and smart phone app. 

Currently, access to BREEZE is restricted to a limited number of users to ensure 

that the data is not inadvertently compromised, corrupted or deleted. 

Consequently, church members can control their giving account via texting or the 

smart phone app. Online giving via computer is possible using BREEZE, but like the 

current situation with VANCO, giving is managed by an authorized user of the 

database software only. It is the member’s choice about which offering system to 

use. The most important thing to understand is that consistent giving, not 

dependent on attendance, is essential to ensure consistent church income that 

minimizes offering variation from one week or month to the next. Any members 

who are interested in exploring the ease and benefit of digital giving are 

encouraged to contact me by phone, text, e-mail or in person. 

As always, it is a total pleasure to continue serving the needs of Creator Lutheran! 

 

Faithfully, 

Doug 

Administrator’s Abbey (cont’d) 
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Creator Lutheran is trying something new on Sunday mornings!  Please join us for 
our second year of FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL!  This new approach to learning and 
exploring God’s Kingdom comes from a desire to: 

Equip families to carry out Christian practices at home 

Combine Christian Education with Mission and Service 

Incorporate Faith formation into the Worship Service 

Facilitate multigenerational discussion and wonderment about Bible Stories and 
God’s message for us today. 

For these reasons, we would like to invite ALL to join us in Creator Family Sunday 
School.  All ages are welcome!  Parents, Grandparents, and siblings will eat 
breakfast together, hear a Bible Story, wonder and discuss the story, and learn 
some new music—all together!  Service projects will also be a big part of our time 
together.   

Although all are invited to Family Sunday School, Adult Education will also offer an 
hour of Christian Education for Adults.  Children may also attend without parents as 
our High School students will be “Big Buddies”.   Adults without children may also 
attend as there may be kiddos who could use an adult mentor.   

Join us between services from 9:45am-10:45am!  
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October 2019 
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Creator Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Nina Body (pastornina@gmail.com)  

Church Administrator:  Douglas Wright (administrator@creatorlutheran.net)  

Children, Youth, & Family Director:  Terri Heckroth (creatorterri@comcast.net)  

Music Ministry:  Vacant 

Accompanists:  Ardell RaZor & Daniel Schreiner  

Office Ministry :  Cheryle Lawson (office@creatorlutheran.net)  

Bookkeeper:  Marcie Reid (creatorbooks@creatorlutheran.net)  

Custodian:  Leslie Noborikawa 

Nursery Attendants:  Debbie Eikland and Cynthia Lowe  

Sunday School Coordinator:  Charlene Thayse 

Preschool Director: Andrea DeDominces  

Preschool Teachers:  Andrea DeDominces, Ragan Allen & Cheri Farrer 

Baptism Coordinator: Briana Halaas  

Funeral Coordinator:  Janee Theleman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church address: 

16702 South Tapps Dr. E. 

Bonney Lake, WA 98391 

Office Phone (253) 862-7700 

Web Page:  www.creatorlutheran.net 

 

 

 

 

Ministry teams and program leaders, please think ahead about what is coming up and submit information, 
pictures or stories of impact to office@creatorlutheran.net by the 20th of each month. Our Office Ministry 
Coordinator, will collect, format, and get the newsletter out to the congregation by the first of each month. If 
you have any further questions, please feel free to call the office (253) 862-7700. 

OFFICE HOURS 

MON—THURS 

10:00AM—3:00PM 

FRIDAY 

CLOSED 

mailto:newsletter@creatorlutheran.net

