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Creator Connection 
November 2019 

C r e a t o r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  a n d  P r e s c h o o l  

Pastor’s Corner 
Dear People of Creator, 

  

It is with mixed emotions that I leave you.  While I 
am looking forward to actually being retired (again) 
I will miss you.  You have been a wonderfully 
gracious and inspiring congregation and I will 
always cherish my time here.   

  

But, as all things change in God’s good time, Creator is ready to 
move into a new and exciting time.  Adventures in ministry 
await.   

  

I will continue to pray for you as you and Pastor Amanda get to 
know each other and grow together into a Creator Lutheran 
Church for this time and place. 

  

God Bless, 

  

Pastor Nina 
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Church Council Highlights 

Following are highlights from our Council meeting held on Tuesday, October 15. 
These are not the official meeting minutes, but a brief summary to aid 
communication. 

 

TRANSITION SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
Pastor Amanda will be here the first week of November.  There will be a Transition 
Service November 10th at 9:30 to transition from Pastor Nina to Pastor 
Amanda.  We will only have one service at 9:30 that day and a celebration 
following the service. 

 
Personnel Committee has worked on the Job Descriptions for the Choir Director and 
Accompanist and have posted both positions.  

  
Stewardship reported total number of pledges received from the campaign. They will 
be working on communication to the congregation. 

 
We reviewed Council's Constitutional Duties, with emphasis on required 
Congregational Meetings.  Laurie encouraged us to read through Chapters 10, 11, 12 
and 13 and to bring questions to next meeting.  Janice and Deborah, 
Communications Managers, will create a calendar to help us keep on track which 
Council meetings we need to plan events. 

 

Treasurers report was presented.  September giving was below budget giving but 
expenses were down so the General Fund was added to.  It was recommended and 
Council approved to pay out Local and Synod Benevolence.   

 

We discussed upcoming events that need planned and communicated such as Pastor 
Nina's last full service, the Thanksgiving Eve Service offerings; which will go to the 
Sumner and Bonney Lake Food banks and the Congregational Celebration meeting 
date is set for January 26th between services. 

 

 

Submitted by Janice Pendergast, Council Manager of Communications 
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Creator Men’s Club 

Men from Creator's Men's Club will hold their monthly meeting Monday, November 
4, at 6 p.m. at Brank's Barbeque, 13701  24th St. E., Sumner. Members and other 
interested men are invited to attend.  

Please note that Book Club meetings are changing from 
the 1st Thursday to the last Thursday of the month.  (Nov 
and Dec will be 3rd Thursday).  All are welcome. 

Creator Book Club 

Halloween Thank You! 

In the narthex, you'll see three boxes representing the 

different schools. Place your food items in the school box 

that you're supporting. If you want to give monetarily, 

you'll find envelopes on the seats. Pick your school and 

place the envelope in the offering. The food drive runs 

November 3rd - December 1st. We'll tally up the results 

and announce the winning team. GO DAWGS!!  

Annual Apple Cup Food Drive 

Thank you to all the Confirmation Students, Guides, and Parents who worked hard 

to provide a wonderfully entertaining Halloween Carnival!  And thank you to all 

who provided candy and cupcakes.   



4  

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, Creator will have shared a meal at Peace Lutheran 
Church in Tacoma, serving and providing food for our brothers and sisters living in the Hill Top 
area.  We are thankful that so many of you are willing to share your bounty and fellowship 
with them by providing and serving a delicious hot meal. It is a gift to all who participate.  
 
Other events occurring in the near future include: 
 
The Apple Cup Drive, where we gather food items for the Food Banks by showing your 
loyalty to the Cougars, Huskies, and Independent teams. There are large boxes in the 
Narthex. We will gather food and cash through December 1.  
 
Providing gifts to selected Christmas families from local agencies, several church 
groups have adopted some families and a sign up sheet for two more will be available 
beginning November 10th. Our participation in giving Christmas in a special way has brought 
much joy to families who need our help.  
 
The Church in Society Team brought snacks to the workers of Habitat for Humanity, working 
in Midland, last month and will continue this month. They are most appreciative for our snacks 
and support.  
 
Distribution to the communities this month was as follows: 
 
Sumner Food Bank: general-$300, back pack program-$300 
Bonney Lake Food Bank: general-$300; back pack program-$300. 
 
Thank you Creator, for reaching out to our communities by supporting our efforts to involve 
our church in giving back for all the blessings we receive in following Christ’s Holy words: 
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 
me, I was i n prison and you came to me” Matthew 25:35-36 
 
Church in Society Team 

Church in Society 

Monday Women’s Bible Study/Small Group 

As we enter into Fall we’ll start back with our Monday Evening times together every other 
Monday beginning with Sept 16. 

Our time together will be spent in bible study (no prior outside studying needed), fellowship 
and prayer.  You do not need to be able to attend every session.   

Please join us at church in the youth room: 

Fall 2019 schedule 

6:30-8:00pm  

Nov 11th 

Nov 25th 

Dec 10th – wrapping Christmas Family gifts; location to be determined 

 

If you have any questions please contact Janice Pendergast 253-202-4460 or 
janicepend@yahoo.com  
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My house is currently under pretty intense renovation.  So, I wake up daily to a 
visible film of dust on all surfaces, like furniture, towels, and bedspreads.  The dust 
is ugly, and trying to clean it up is time-consuming.   

 I thought maybe my frustration could be abated by learning more about the 
awful phenomenon of DUST.  I went onto a website called “Hughes Environmental” 
and learned some interesting facts.  Did you know that the first vacuum cleaner was 
invented in 1901?  It was so big that it had to be parked outside the home.  Dust is 
created by all types of materials and manufacturing processes such as the shedding 
of dead human skin, pollen from plants, excess human and animal hair, textile 
fibers, paper fibers, soil minerals, etc.   And the average home collects about 40 lbs. 
of dust per year.  YUK!  Sometimes, dust can remain in the air for 5 days at a time.   

But dust isn’t all bad.  The Sahara Desert is the largest source of dust in the 
entire world, and 770 million tons of dust from this desert blows across the Atlantic 
Ocean to South America, where it fertilizes the Ocean and the Amazon rainforest.  
Dust particles have been used in forensics to solve crimes.  Dust can contribute to 
the beautiful sunrises and sunsets, as particles in the atmosphere absorb blue and 
green colors but allow the orange and red colors through. This creates the colors 
that we see during a sunrise or sunset (this is a very simplistic version of the 
scientific explanation of scattering).  Also, the dust of different chemicals or metals is 
used to create the colorful explosions found in fireworks.  So, dust is actually helpful 
at times.  Dust just went from irritating to valuable.   

So, Dust can be irritating, but also valuable.  That sounds a lot like me—
irritating but valuable.  It also sounds a lot like a younger sibling or a kid you don’t 
like at school.   What if learning more about someone (like I did with the dust) can 
help us find the good in them.  Take the time to get to really know that irritating 
person.  They just may turn out to be a valuable friend.   

Terri’s Two Cents 
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Plan to stop in to our book fair November 12—18 in room 7. 
Huge selection of books and gifts for all ages. Proceeds will 
benefit Creator Preschool and MOPS. 

Book fair is open before/after preschool and Sunday 9a-
noon! 

 

Please click below to see a preview of books or to order 
online. 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/creator  

 

Any questions, please contact Tiana Gaulke 253-606-3731 

Come to Our Scholastic Book Fair 

The Pray Ground is a quiet space in the sanctuary intended especially for families 

with young children, recognizing that small kids are often more engaged when they 

can see what is going on.  The table and chairs, soft toys, books, and stuffed animals 

will keep your little ones occupied.  Please enjoy worshipping together as a family!  If 

a child needs a little more space to move and/or make noise the nursery is available, 

fully staffed, and FUN.   

Sanctuary “Pray Ground” 

Recycle Your Ink Cartridges 

Don’t throw away those printer cartridges.  The Youth will recycle 

them for you.  It’s good for the environment and the youth pro-

gram receives a small concession.  Just deposit old cartridges in 

the drawer in the narthex.  Please ask your employer if you can 

collect the cartridges from work also.  The more cartridges we 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/creator
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Creator Kids of all ages (and friends)! 

 

It's never too early to think about CHRISTMAS.   

 

One great way to celebrate the holiday is to help bring 

the Christmas story to others.    

 

The musical we are presenting this year is called, “The Christmas Express”.  It is 

about a joyful journey in which God orchestrates a night of miracles to help us all re-

member the true meaning of Christmas--Jesus!  

 

We are practicing the music during the final 10 minutes of Family Sunday School and 

plan to include the speaking parts into rehearsals beginning in November.  Participa-

tion is not mandatory, but everyone is invited to join the cast.   

 

The final show will be on Sunday, December 15 at 9:30am.  This will replace both 

Worship services that day.   

 

We are also looking for adults to help with set and costumes. 

 Senior High Bible Study 

Sundays 6—8pm at Terri Heckroth’s 

House 

 FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, FAITH 

DISCUSSIONS, AND FUN!  Join this 

great group of High School students for 

dinner and discussions about God’s love 

for us and the world.    Call Terri for a 

map or directions to her house.  253-312-

7219. 

Children’s Christmas 
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This year, the Youth (currently in grades 8-12) will attend the ELCA Western States 

Youth Gathering at California Lutheran University June 25-29, 2020.  Cost is 

$1,000 per person, but fundraising is available (and will probably cover the entire 

cost for all).   

 

If you are in 8th-12th grade, please consider joining us for this fun gathering of 

Lutheran Youth from all over the West Coast.  We will enjoy MUSIC, GAMES, 

SERVICE, MEETING NEW PEOPLE, CHECKING OUT THE CAMPUS, INFLATABLES.  

  

First meeting for all interested students and parents is Sunday, November 17 at 

12:15pm (after second service) in the Youth Room at church.  Please attend this 

meeting so we can get an idea of how big the team will be and how we can earn the 

money.  For more information, please talk to Terri Heckroth. 

2020 Youth Mission Trips 
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Preschool News 

Dear Parents, 

 October was a fun, “learning filled” month.  We learned about nocturnal animals, 
farms and harvest time. Our pumpkin patch field trip to Maris Farms was a highlight for the 
children. We were blessed with wonderful fall weather!  It will be nice now to have indoor 
field trips until April. 

 Our November shapes will be square and cube, the number will be 3 for the three 
year olds and 4 and 5 for the four/five year olds. The color will be brown.  We will also learn 
the letters E,e, T,t, and C,c.  Along with being thankful for what we have, we will also be 
talking about ways we can help others in need.  Watch for handouts with further 
information. Fall will also be part of our studies in November. 

 We hope you have been enjoying our curriculum.  The older children will be working 
on putting some of the letters we have learned into three letter words, such as, Mom, map, 
man, pan, etc.  The younger children are learning to recognize the letters and sounds and 
some may grasp the concept of putting the sounds together.  The children are also working 
on writing their names the “Kindergarten” way.  Kindergarten teachers like the children to 
be able to write their names with the first letter in uppercase and the rest in lowercase.  
Parents can help by encouraging, but not pushing.  Many preschoolers are just developing 
readiness for writing, so we will help each child as they develop. It would also be helpful to 
have them practice on lines. 

 Because November is a short month, we have decided to consider our Thanksgiving 
feast day our in-house field trip.  The last day before vacation (check dates below), please 
bring your child to school at the regular time and then return 45 minutes early for the 
“feast and celebration” we have prepared.  Please do not expect too much, because we are 
using the term feast very loosely.  We will be having turkey, but not of the meat/bird 
variety.  We do promise it will be fun.  Grandparents and siblings are also welcome. 

 Please mark your calendar with these important dates. 

  November  11-17:  Scholastic Book Fair 

 (Monday) November 11th:  Veterans Day Holiday – NO SCHOOL 

  November 25th:  M-F class Thanksgiving Feast 

                   November 26th: T-Th and T-W-Th classes Thanksgiving Feast 

                   November 27th:   W-F class:  Thanksgiving Feast 

                             * NO afternoon class 

  November 28th and 29th:  Thanksgiving Vacation –NO SCHOOL 

 

 We are looking forward to November and the wonder of beautiful colors.  We wish 
you God’s Blessing this fall and want you to know how thankful we are for your continued 
support and encouragement.  If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know. 

 

Your teachers, 

Andrea (Mrs. D), Cheri (Ms. Farrar), and Ragan (Mrs. Allen)  
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Creator Lutheran is trying something new on Sunday mornings!  Please join us for 
our second year of FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL!  This new approach to learning and 
exploring God’s Kingdom comes from a desire to: 

Equip families to carry out Christian practices at home 

Combine Christian Education with Mission and Service 

Incorporate Faith formation into the Worship Service 

Facilitate multigenerational discussion and wonderment about Bible Stories and 
God’s message for us today. 

For these reasons, we would like to invite ALL to join us in Creator Family Sunday 
School.  All ages are welcome!  Parents, Grandparents, and siblings will eat 
breakfast together, hear a Bible Story, wonder and discuss the story, and learn 
some new music—all together!  Service projects will also be a big part of our time 
together.   

Although all are invited to Family Sunday School, Adult Education will also offer an 
hour of Christian Education for Adults.  Children may also attend without parents as 
our High School students will be “Big Buddies”.   Adults without children may also 
attend as there may be kiddos who could use an adult mentor.   

Join us between services from 9:45am-10:45am!  
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November 2019 
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Creator Staff 

Interim Pastor:  Nina Body (pastornina@gmail.com) 

Church Administrator:  Douglas Wright (administrator@creatorlutheran.net) 

Children, Youth, & Family Director:  Terri Heckroth (creatorterri@comcast.net) 

Music Ministry:  Vacant 

Accompanists:  Ardell RaZor 

Office Ministry :  Cheryle Lawson (office@creatorlutheran.net) 

Bookkeeper:  Marcie Reid (creatorbooks@creatorlutheran.net) 

Custodian:  Leslie Noborikawa 

Nursery Attendants:  Debbie Eikland and Cynthia Lowe 

Sunday School Coordinator:  Charlene Thayse 

Preschool Director: Andrea DeDominces  

Preschool Teachers:  Andrea DeDominces, Ragan Allen & Cheri Farrer 

Baptism Coordinator: Briana Halaas  

Funeral Coordinator:  Janee Theleman  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church address: 

16702 South Tapps Dr. E. 

Bonney Lake, WA 98391 

Office Phone (253) 862-7700 

Web Page:  www.creatorlutheran.net 

 

 

 

 

Ministry teams and program leaders, please think ahead about what is coming up and submit information, 
pictures or stories of impact to office@creatorlutheran.net by the 20th of each month. Our Office Ministry 
Coordinator, will collect, format, and get the newsletter out to the congregation by the first of each month. If 
you have any further questions, please feel free to call the office (253) 862-7700. 

OFFICE HOURS 

MON—THURS 

10:00AM—3:00PM 

FRIDAY 

CLOSED 

mailto:newsletter@creatorlutheran.net

